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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

[CFDA  No.:  84J215C] 

The  Fund  for  Innovation  In  Education 
(FIC):  Technology  Education  Program; 
Notice  Inviting  Applications  for  New 
Awards  for  Fiscal  Year  1992 

Purpose  of  the  Program:  To  provide 
grants  for  projects  to  develop  materials 
for  educational  television  and  radio 
programming  for  use  in  elementary  and 
secondary  education,  together  with 
programs  that  use  telecommunications 
and  video  resources  for  the  instruction 
of  public  and  private  elementary  and 
secondary  school  students  and  for 
related  teacher  training  programs  for 
public  and  private  elementary  and 
secondary  school  teachers. 
Telecommunications  means  the  full 
range  of  technologies  that  can  be  used 
for  educational  instruction. 

Eligible  Applicants:  State  educational 
agencies,  local  educational  agencies, 
institutions  of  higher  education,  private 
schools,  and  other  public  and  private 
agencies,  organizations  and  institutions 
or  consortia  of  those  agencies, 
organizations,  and  institutions. 

Deadline  for  Transmittal  of 
Applications:  May  8, 1992. 

Deadline  for  Intergovernmental 
Review:  July  8, 1992. 

Applications  Available:  March  24, 

1992. 

Available  Funds:  $6,000,000  (est). 

Number  of  Awards:  1. 

Project  Period:  24  months. 

Budget  Period:  24  months. 

Applicable  Regulations:  The 
Education  Department  General 
Administrative  Regulations  (EDGAR)  in 
34  CFR  parts  74, 75, 77, 79. 80,  81,  82, 85. 
and  86. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

AMERICA  2000,  the  President's  strategy 
for  achieving  the  National  Education 
Goals,  calls  for  communities  to  set  aside 
all  traditional  assumptions  about 
schooling  and  utilize  new  approaches  to 
produce  extraordinary  gains  in  student 
learning.  The  Secretary  is  interested  in 
funding  a  project  that'  would  break  the 
mold  of  conventional  teaching  strategies 
by  demonstrating  the  use  of  technology 
to  help  teachers  deliver  instruction  in  an 
effective  manner  that  results  in  student 
performance  that  equals  or  exceeds  the 
performance  of  the  best  students 
worldwide. 

In  a  )anaiu*y  1992  report  the  National 
Council  on  Education  Standards  and 
Testing,  a  congressionaliy  mandated 
group,  recommended  the  development  of 
world-class  national  standards  for  what 
students  should  know  and  be  able  to  do 
in  mathematics,  science,  history, 
geography,  and  English.  The  Secretary  is 


interested  in  {vojects  supporting  the  use 
of  high  technology  to  deliver  improved 
instmction  that  will  enable  students  to 
attain  world-class  standards  in  the  five 
core  disciplines. 

The  Secretary  is  also  interested  in 
projects  that  have  potential  to  be 
disseminated  by  the  National  Diffusion 
Network  (NDN).  The  NDN  is  a 
dissemination  system  through  which 
exemplary  education  programs  £md 
processes  are  made  available  to 
interested  school  systems  or  other 
educational  institutions  around  the 
country.  In  order  to  become  eligible  for 
dissemination  by  NDN,  a  project  must 
be  proven  to  be  effective.  Evidence  of 
project  effectiveness  must  be  collected 
and  presented  to  the  Department's 
Program  Effectiveness  Panel  (PEP). 
Projects  that  are  judged  effective  by  PEP 
become  eligible  to  compete  for 
dissemination  funds  from  the  NDN. 
Therefore,  the  Secretary  encourages 
applicants  who  may  be  interested  in 
having  their  projects  disseminated  by 
the  NDN  to  include  an  evaluation  plan 
that  will  assess  the  effectiveness  and 
impact  of  project  activities  with 
emphasis  upon  changes  in  school 
practices  and  student  performance. 

Priorities 

Absolute  Priority 

Under  34  CFR  75.105(c)(3),  20  U.S.C. 
3153(b)(1),  and  Public  I^w  102-170,  the 
Secretary  gives  an  absolute  preference 
to  applications  that  meet  the  following 
priority.  The  Secretary  funds  under  this 
competition  only  one  application  that 
meets  this  absolute  priority: 

One  demonstration  project  which  uses 
high  technology  to  address  specifically 
the  educational  needs  in  critical  subject 
matter  areas. 

Invitational  Priority 

Within  the  absolute  priority  specified 
in  this  notice,  the  Secretary  is 
particularly  interested  in  applications 
that  meet  the  following  invitational 
priority.  However,  under  34  CFR 
75.105(c)(1),  an  application  that  meets 
this  invitational  priority  does  not  receive 
competitive  or  absolute  preference  over 
other  applications: 

A  demonstration  project  that 
integrates  high  technology  into  the 
delivery  of  instructional  services 
throughout  the  classrooms  of  a  local 
public  school  district  or  private  school 
or  consortium  of  public  school  districts 
and/or  private  schools.  The  Secretary  is 
interested  in  a  project  that  adopts  high 
standards  for  student  achievement  in 
English,  history,  geography, 
mathematics,  and  science  and  utilizes 
technology  to  help  students  attain  those 
high  standards.  Applications  may 


include  requests  for  the  purchase  of 
equipment  which  is  necessary  to 
accomplish  program  goals.  The 
Secretary  encourages  applicants  to 
indude  the  following  components  in 
these  proposed  projects: 

(a)  Programs  to  train  teachers  how  to 
use  technology  in  student  instruction. 

(b)  Training  programs  to  ensure  that 
teachers  are  prepared  to  teach  at  the 
level  of  the  new  high  standards. 

(c)  Implementation  of  curricula  that 
reflect  high  standards,  through  the  use  of 
high  technology  and  exemplary 
instruction  developed  by  content 
specialists  from  public  and  private 
education. 

(d)  Commitment  to  the  project  as 
evidenced  by  the  contribution  of 
financial  resources  by  the  applicant  and 
any  other  participating  organizations 
and  plans  to  continue  the  project 
beyond  the  period  of  Federal  support. 

Selection  Criteria 

In  evaluating  applications  for  grants 
under  this  competition,  the  Secretary 
uses  the  selection  criteria  in  34  CFR 
75.210(b).  Under  34  CFR  75.210(c),  the 
Secretary  is  authorized  to  distribute  an 
additional  15  points  among  the  criteria 
to  bring  the  total  to  a  maximum  of  100 
points.  For  this  competition,  the 
Secretary  distributes  the  points  as 
follows: 

Meeting  the  Purposes  of  the  Authorizing 
Statute 

(34  CFR  75.210(b)(1)).  Ten  points  are 
added  to  this  criterion  for  a  possible 
total  of  40  points. 

Extent  of  Need  for  the  Project 

(34  CFR.210(b)(2)).  Five  points  are 
added  to  this  criterion  for  a  possible 
total  of  25  points. 

For  Applications  or  Information 
Contact:  Luna  Levinson,  U.S. 

Department  of  Education,  Fund  for  the 
Improvement  and  Reform  of  Schools 
and  Teaching  (FIRST)  Office,  555  New 
Jersey  Avenue,  NW.,  room  522, 
Washington,  DC  20208-5524.  Telephone 
(202)  219-1496.  Deaf  and  hearing  < 
impaired  individuals  may  call  the 
Federal  Dual  Party  Relay  Service  at  1- 
800-877-8339  (in  the  Washington,  DC 
202  area  code,  telephone  708-9300) 
between  8  a.m.  and  7  p.m..  Eastern  time. 

Authority:  20  U.S.C.  3151  and  3153. 

Dated:  March  5, 1992. 

IKane  Ravitch, 

Assistant  Secretary  for  Educational  Research 
and  Improvement. 
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